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When announced as an invention in 1839, photography not only introduced a modern visual experience,
it also offered a new way of experiencing the world. John Cooper Robinson’s extensive photography of
late nineteenth-century Japan exemplifies the role photography played in international cultural
exchanges. This talk will contextualize the exhibition 'Eye on the Enlightenment - John Cooper
Robinson: Photographs from Meiji-Taisho Japan' by discussing the history of photography in the late
nineteenth century with particular attention to its global reach at that time.
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